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Summer Reading Program  
This information is intended for students who will be enrolled in 9th – 12th grade during the 
2020 – 2021 school year. This includes rising eighth grade students from our constituent and 

choice districts. Students enrolled in Honors / Advanced Placement courses can find their 
requirements BY CLICKING HERE 

Any questions and/or clarifications should be directed to: 
Mr. Justin Martin 

District Supervisor  
Email: martin@crhsd.org   Phone: 856-451-9400 ext. 284 

https://www.crhsd.org/Page/158
mailto:martin@crhsd.org


 

 
 

 

 Summer Reading Program Purpose 

At Cumberland Regional High School, we believe that an uninterrupted learning cycle 
promotes academic success and upholds the District mission of developing life-long learners. 

Therefore, the District has fostered a Summer Reading program designed to encourage all 
CRHS students to read during summer recess. 

Changes to Our Summer Reading Program  

For the last several years Cumberland Regional High School has built the summer reading 
requirement around a central theme to promote various aspects of our school culture. As a 
result of the impact that COVID-19 has had on our school and community we have adjusted 

this year’s summer reading program.  

Rather than identifying two texts that coincide with our theme, we are encouraging 
students to read any book during the summer recess that fits their interest, grade level, 

and reading habits.  

 

Information in this packet includes: 

Helping Students Select a Book for Summer Reading  

CRHS Summer Reading Suggestions  

Books Available for Loan from CRHS  

Required Academic Assignment / Academic Honesty  

{Click on any link to proceed to that section of the document} 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 Selecting a Book for Summer Reading  

Interest: When choosing a book, it should be something of interest.  With the many millions 
of books on shelves today, there is bound to be something out there for everyone.   

Students can determine if a book matches their interests by: 

•    Looking at the front or back cover 

•    Flipping through the pages to glance at photos or illustrations 

•    Reading the chapter titles 

 

Grade Level Appropriate: Students should select books that match their grade or Lexile 
level.  Equally, important to choosing a book that meets a student’s interest level, is finding 

a title that matches a student’s comprehension level.  

Students can determine comprehension asking themselves: 

•    Did I understand what I just read? 

•    Do I remember what I read? 

•    Was I able to read most of the words? 

 

Reading Habits: Students should be realistic about their individual reading habits. Summer 
Reading should keep students engaged throughout most of the summer recess. Students 
are encouraged to devote a specific amount of time per week to their reading selection. 

Sticking to a schedule will help students complete their book prior to the start of school and 
help keep their mind engaged during the break. 

 

*** Some information on this page can be found at 
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/help-kids-to-

pick-right-books.html *** 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/help-kids-to-pick-right-books.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/help-kids-to-pick-right-books.html


 

 
 

 

 

CRHS Summer Reading Suggestions 

Title Grade 
Level 

Theme Summary 

Squint 7 – 9  Friendship Squint is the inspiring story of two new friends dealing with 
their own challenges, who learn to trust each other, believe 
in themselves, and begin to truly see what matters most.  

Last Meeting of the 
Gorilla Club 

7 – 9  Friendship Eleven-year-old Josh Duncan has never had much luck making 
friends--not the real kind, anyway. Brought together by an 
unusual classroom experiment and a mysterious invitation to 
join something called the Gorilla Club, Josh and Lucas are 
about to discover how a unique way of seeing the world can 
reveal a real-life friend. 

We are the Perfect 
Girl 

9 – 12 Humor Aphra Brown is bold and outgoing. Her best friend, Bethany, 
is achingly beautiful. What begins as an honest mistake turns 
into an elaborate deception, wherein Bethany goes on dates 
with Greg while Aphra coaches her on what to say, and texts 
him in the guise of Bethany, trying and failing, all the while, to 
tamp down her own hopeless crush. 

The Third Mushroom 7 – 9 Humor Ellie’s grandpa Melvin is a world-renowned scientist . . . in the 
body of a fourteen-year-old boy. His feet stink, and he eats 
everything in the refrigerator–and Ellie is so happy to have 
him around. Grandpa may not exactly fit in at middle school, 
but he certainly keeps things interesting. When he and Ellie 
team up for the county science fair, no one realizes just how 
groundbreaking their experiment will be. 

Heartwood Box 7 – 12 Sci – Fi In this tiny, terrifying town, the lost are never found. When 
Araceli Flores Harper is sent to live with her great-aunt Ottilie 
in her ramshackle Victorian home, the plan is simple. She'll 
buckle down and get ready for college. Life won't be 
exciting, but she'll cope, right? WRONG 

Unnatural Disasters 7 – 12 Sci – Fi  Lucy and her boyfriend have been planning an epic post-
graduation trip for months, despite the unstable world they 
live in. But when everyone's phones start to ring during 
prom, Lucy knows something terrible has happened—
something new. Decades of climate change have taken their 
toll, religious extremism is spreading, refugees have nowhere 
left to turn, and terrorism is common.  



 

 
 

 

 
 

Scream Site 7 – 12 Thriller Sabrina Sebastian's goal in life is to be an investigative 
reporter. For her first big story, she researches a popular 
website called Scream Site, where people post scary videos 
and compete for the most "screams." But as she digs into the 
truth behind the website, she begins to suspect that these 
aren't only aspiring actors and videographers at work. 

Two Can Keep a 
Secret 

9 – 12 Thriller Echo Ridge is small-town America. Ellery's never been there, 
but she's heard all about it. Her aunt went missing there at 
age seventeen. And only five years ago, a homecoming 
queen put the town on the map when she was killed. Now 
Ellery has to move there to live with a grandmother she 
barely knows. The town is picture-perfect, but it's hiding 
secrets. 

Each Tiny Spark 7 – 9  Social 
Issues 

Emilia Torres has a wandering mind. It's hard for her to follow 
along at school, and sometimes she forgets to do what her 
mom or abuela asks. But she remembers what matters: a 
time when her family was whole and home made sense. 
When Dad returns from deployment, Emilia expects that her 
life will get back to normal. Instead, it unravels. 

Watch Us Rise 9 – 12 Social 
Issues 

Jasmine and Chelsea are sick of the way women are treated 
even at their progressive NYC high school, so they decide to 
start a Women's Rights Club. When things escalate, the 
principal shuts the club down. Jasmine and Chelsea will risk 
everything for their voices—and those of other young 
women—to be heard. 

Secret Soldiers 7 – 12 Non – 
Fiction 

The book focuses its lens on World War II and the operations 
carried out by the Twenty-Third Headquarters Special Troops, 
aka the Ghost Army. This remarkable unit included actors, 
camouflage experts, sound engineers, painters, and set 
designers who used their skills to secretly and systematically 
replace fighting units — fooling the Nazi army. 

Reaching for the 
Moon 

7 – 12 Non – 
Fiction 

In the early 1950s, Katherine was thrilled to join the 
organization that would become NASA. She worked on many 
of NASA s biggest projects, including the Apollo 11 mission that 
landed the first men on the moon. In Reaching for the Moon, 
she tells her own story for the first time, in a lively 
autobiography that will inspire young listeners everywhere. 



 

 
 

 

 

Books Available for Loan from CRHS 

 
 

 

 

  

Title Grade 
Level 

Theme Summary 

Joy Luck Club 7 – 10 Family  This is a story about four mothers born in China, and their 
daughters born in America. Through their eyes we see life in 
pre-revolutionary China and life in downtown San Francisco, 
and also women who struggle to find a cultural identity that 
can include a past and a future. 

The Skin I’m In 7 - 10 Social 
Issues 

Miss Saunders, whose skin is blotched with a 
rare skin condition, serves as a mirror to Maleeka Madison's 
struggle against the burden of low self-esteem that many 
black girls face when they're darker skinned. Miss Saunders is 
tough and through this, Maleeka learns to stand up to tough-
talking Charlese. 

Ghost House 7 - 10 Mystery After the loss of her mother, Chloe Kennedy starts seeing the 
ghosts that haunted her as a young girl again. Spending time 
at her grandmother's country estate in the south of England 
is her chance to get away from her grief and the spirits that 
haunt her. Until she meets a mysterious stranger.  

Snitch 9 - 12 Growing 
Up / Fiction 

In a school run by gangs, staying out was harder than joining. 
We knew who our friends were and were careful what we 
said. If people thought we were haters, it would only be a 
matter of time.... Lines are clearly marked at South Bay High 
School. It's mixed territory, which means the drama never 
stops. But when Eric Valiente jumps into her life, everything 
changes. Lines are redrawn. And then they're crossed. 

Body of Christopher 
Creed 

7 – 12 Mystery When Christopher Creed, the class freak and whipping boy, 
suddenly disappears without a trace, everyone speculates on 
what could have happened to him. Soon fingers begin 
pointing, and several lives are changed forever. 



 

 
 

 

 

Required Academic Assignment / Academic Honesty 
 

Teachers, administrators, and staff members want to know what you read 
over the summer break.  

After completing your summer reading you will need to complete a book review 
and questions about your book. Your review and answers should be unique to 
your thoughts even if you decided to read the same title as some of your peers.   

To complete your book review and questions go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/SummerReadingCRHS2020 

  

COMPLETION OF THE BOOK REVIEW ACTIVITY WILL COUNT TOWARDS AN 
ASSIGNMENT GRADE IN YOUR LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE 

 

CRHS Academic Honesty Policy Applies to Summer Reading 

Students are expected to demonstrate honesty and integrity while in attendance at 
Cumberland Regional High School. Each student is expected to do his/her own work. This 

includes quiz or test-taking, homework, class assignments, and the original creation of 
essays, compositions, term papers and scientific research. Any student found guilty of 

cheating may lose the chance to be a part of or their membership in any of honor societies. 

 

Ice Cream Social 
Students who read a book, within the guidelines of the CRHS Summer Reading Program, 

and complete the book review process, will be eligible to attend the annual Summer 
Reading Ice Cream Social during the 2020 – 21 academic school year.  

https://tinyurl.com/SummerReadingCRHS2020

